ANNA L. MCNAB

STATEMENT OF TEACHING

| believe that teaching at the university level requires serious commitment to the students as
this is the place where students should be challenged to reach their full intellectual potential. |
believe it is my responsibility not only to teach the subject matter, but also to instill values
desirable for successful business careers by ensuring that my students have the opportunity to
develop leadership skills, good project and time management skills, and team work among
others. | encourage my students to think “outside of the box” and explore areas they may not
have known much about prior to taking my classes without fear of making a mistake.

In order to achieve my goals as a teacher, | ensure that | provide my students with:

e A very structured and well organized course, with objectives, deadlines and
expectations clearly outlined from the beginning

e Fast feedback on grading and any questions from the students so that the students
never feel neglected by the teacher and/or lost

e lllustrate how the subject material is a part of the ‘real world’ and how the covered
content relates to other courses and disciplines

e Foster an environment of respect for diverse perspectives with open mind to discussions
of course content, allowing students to express their own experiences with the subject

In an effort to make class material more relevant and interesting, | often draw on recent trends
by bringing extra materials to the class in the form of short videos or articles from magazines
and newspapers. | always ensure ample time is given to class discussion of these materials as |
have experienced that students tend to learn from these discussions as they try to relate the
concepts to their own experiences. The students also respond well to the change in focus such
discussions bring and are better able to process the material covered in class as a result. | also
find these discussions very interesting as the students often have experiences that inform all of
us about new practices that | myself may not have known before, which helps me grow and
improve my classes for the future semesters.

More specifically with respect to teaching management information systems courses or related
business courses, | believe it is my responsibility to help my students understand the
importance of Information Systems for organizations and explain the specific impacts
information systems can have on these organizations and their activities. | believe that it is very
important for students to gain solid theoretical understanding of the various activities IS and IT
specialists perform, however, | believe it is even more important for the students to be able to
see how these theoretical skills are applied in real world situations. | am a strong believer in
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experiential learning, and | always try to create projects in which my students can apply the
knowledge and skills learned from the textbook materials to design, develop and implement
solutions for small businesses or individuals in the community. Depending on the classes
taught, these projects can either span multiple different classes or can be designed to be
standalone projects for one class.

For more information about the classes | have thought previously and my performance in these
classes, please refer to my curriculum vitae.
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